
From: Natell, Brian 

Sent: April 9, 2018 3:18 PM 

To: Sharks Friends and Family 

Subject: Sharks Opening Day 2018 - The FINAL season 

 

Hello again friends and family and welcome to another season of NY Sharks football! 

Maggie sends a big THANK YOU to all of you who donated to the team fundraiser this 

year. Much appreciated! 

  

Saturday we traveled to Baltimore MD in the freezing cold to face the defending division 

champ Baltimore Nighthawks for opening day of the FINAL NY Sharks season. Longtime 

owner Andra Douglas sold the team effective 2019. They will be renamed and possibly 

relocated. So this is it for the Sharks. Upon hearing that this would be the final season, our 

legendary QB Karen “Mulli” Mulligan (who had retired at the end of last season) decided to 

come back for the last dance. And thank God she did! 

  

The game was a hard fought violent affair with back and forth scoring all day highlighted by 

extraordinary performances by members of both teams. Mulli was at her best throwing 

perfect passes deep and on target all day. Baltimore scored on their opening drive but 

Nhandi Brown, our crazy legs returner, took the ensuing kickoff back for a long weaving TD 

run thru traffic to tie. The Nighthawks scored next followed by a perfect 20 yard pass from 

Mulli to Maggie for a TD. On the next drive the Sharks intercepted and Mulli promptly hit 

our TE Brilynn Fields for a beautiful 40 yard TD bomb to put us ahead. But Baltimore scored 

again just before the half to go up 20-18. In the 3rd quarter Mulli, perfect again, hit our 

prettiest WR Maggie for a 10 yard score to put the Sharks back on top. The damn Hawks 

just would not quit as they scored again, 27-24. Let me pause here and take a breath, pop 

open a brew…ok back to the game. We’re now in the 4th quarter (you guys still reading?) 

and the Sharks have the ball on their own 41 yard line when Mulli again hits Maggie with a 

deep pass. The defender grabs a handful of Maggie’s jersey while she was running hard, 

legs pumping, but not going anywhere, just like Fred Flintstone … until her shirt pops free 

and Mags sprints to the end zone for a career long 59 yard touchdown! No one was gonna 

catch her, not a chance. It was a real beauty right in front of me in the stands. The game 

was then delayed as our ferocious middle linebacker Gabby Farrell crushed a Nighthawk 

who had to be peeled off the field and carted away in an ambulance. Baltimore shook that 

off and scored again to go up 34-30. Our great friend and team captain Krystal Molina 



returned the ensuing kickoff deep and Karen “Mulli” Mulligan capped off a 5 TD day by 

hitting Gina Capardi (who we love…even more now) with a 20 yard game winning TD strike. 

We scored the 2pt conversion to go up 38-34 and our D heroically held on to close out the 

win. 

  

It was a great game and fun to watch as Mulli throws for 5 TD’s and Maggie catches 4 

passes for 115 yards and 3 TD’s and gets awarded the game ball. She made the old man 

proud once again. Next week it’s on to The City Of Brotherly Love to face the hated 

scoundrels from the armpit of America; Philadelphia PA. 

  

Thanks for reading! 

  

 

 

From: Natell, Brian 

Sent: April 16, 2018 3:13 PM 

To: Sharks Friends and Family 

Subject: Sharks v Philly 

 

Hello again sports fans and welcome to NY Sharks football. Saturday the Sharks travelled down 

I95 to take on the hated rival Philadelphia Phantomz. You may recall both previous matchups with 

these guys featured bench clearing brawls and post-game parking lot altercations. Let’s get 

something straight right away; I do not like Philadelphia, not the city, not the teams, not the people 

(I do however like Philadelphia Cream Cheese but let’s face it a good schmear can’t save an 

entire city’s rep). The streets, stands and even the field were strewn with litter. A full one third of 

the crowd did not stand for the national anthem. It seemed more out of indifference than any kind 

of political statement. Guys were smoking weed in the stands throughout the game even with 

young kids sitting around them. And worse…NOT SHARING! The stadium bathrooms were toxic. 

But the weather was great and I had my best girl by my side so…on to some football. 

  

This week was another exciting back and forth game. The Sharks lacked energy at the start and 

quickly fell behind 13-0 in the 80 degree heat. One high point in that lackluster first quarter was 

Maggie’s 50 yard punt, kicked from our own 46 and downed on the 4 yard line. A beaut! A bit later 

a short Shark TD run and extra point made it 13-7. With 2 minutes to go in the half our legendary 

QB Karen “Mulli” Mulligan hit my favorite Shark Maggie Mae for a 5 yard TD. Mags kicked the 

extra point to put us up 14-13. Philly answered with an impressive 80 yard TD bomb but again 

they missed the extra point; 19-14. Then on the last play of the first half Mulli threw another TD 

pass, this one to Jen King a free agent pickup from Carolina. This was among the finest plays I’ve 

seen. Jen dove from the 4 but was pushed out of bounds. While still in the air she reached back 

inbounds and held the ball over the goal line for a classic TD as the half expired. Mags kicked the 

PAT and we went into the half up 21-19. Tough D by both sides in the 3rd quarter including TWO 



interceptions by Jen King (who plays both offense and defense…obvie) kept the score the same 

until The Phantomz got one midway thru the 4th. Again they missed the extra making it 25-21 

Philly. Late in the 4th we got the ball back for one last chance. Suddenly the wind changed 

direction, blowing right in our faces and the temperature dropped down into the 40’s in minutes. 

The Sharks put together a long drive in the windy cold conditions but the clock was winding down. 

Finally with 1:10 left in the game we had the ball 4th down and goal to go. Our last chance. Mulli 

drops back as the pocket collapses around her. The D is swarming and its crowded over the 

middle. Mulli, in trouble, forces a bullet into traffic. And somehow Jen King makes ANOTHER 

fabulous play for the go ahead TD! Maggie kicks the extra point to put the Sharks up 28-25. On 

the next series Jen King (yes, THAT Jen King) forces a fumble, the Sharks recover, and hang on 

for the win! Phew! 

  

Offensive AND defensive game balls go to Jen King with two touchdown receptions, two 

interceptions and one forced fumble. Not a bad day! Mulli added 3 TD passes to go with her 5 

from last week. Not a bad start! Maggie had 3 catches for 37 yards and 1 TD, and was 4 for 4 on 

extra points for a total of 10 points scored on the day. She now has 4 TD’s on just 7 catches. Not 

a bad percentage! 

  

Next week is a bye followed by a home game rematch v Baltimore at Floyd Bennett Field Saturday 

April 28th at 6pm.  

  

Thanks for reading! 

 

 

 

 

From: Natell, Brian 

Sent: April 30, 2018 1:18 PM 

To: Sharks Friends and Family 

Subject: Sharks Bite Baltimore 

 

Hello again friends, it’s me, your non-biased, humble narrator bringing you yet another 

recap of the NY Sharks Grand FINale Football Season.  

This week the Baltimore Night Hawks traveled up the Jersey Turnpike to take on the 2-0 

NY Sharks. You may recall the Sharks defeated the Night Hawks on a last minute TD, 38-

34 in week one. Baltimore is a tough physical team featuring last season’s league MVP 

Shaysha Fitzgerald who came looking for revenge…but it was not to be on this day as the 

Sharks played a near perfect first quarter and went on to crush Baltimore 49-26. Here’s 

how it all went down:  



My lovely wife and I battled 2 hour traffic to get to the game just in time for kickoff. We were 

greeted by NY Shark faithful Bridget Gaffney and her high powered telescopic camera 

equipment. Always great to see Bridget at the games and her awesome photos are always 

a treat. Well the Sharks got right down to business before we even sat down. On the first 

play from scrimmage our legendary QB Karen “Mulli” Milligan hit TE Brilynn Fields with a 

56 yard bomb down to the 3 yard line. A few plays later Mulli hit Gina Capardi with a short 

TD pass. Mags’ extra point was perfect. On the next series our defense held and Baltimore 

had to punt where they made the crucial mistake of kicking the ball to Nhandi “Crazy Legs” 

Brown who weaved thru traffic for a 60 yard score. Mags’ extra was good as it went thru 

the uprights, over the retaining fence, across the grass, the sidewalk, the parked cars and 

out onto Rockaway Blvd. 14-0 Sharks. Our D held again and this time Baltimore punted 

away from Nhandi and the ball went out of bounds on our own 14 yard line. The very next 

play Mulli lobbed a bomb to Maggie Mae who made an Odell Beckham Jr one handed grab 

and dashed 86 yards for the TD. The longest of her career. But no time to rest as Maggie 

then kicked the extra point out onto Rockaway Blvd again. 21-0. On the ensuing kickoff 

Maggie “pooched” it into no man’s land where a fortuitous bounce landed right in the arms 

of Sweet Nhandi Brown…Sharks ball. NY put together another nice drive and RB Trini 

Gordon-Edwards punched it in for her first career TD. Extra point was good. 28-0. The next 

kickoff was exactly like the last as Mags put in where no one was…no one except the 

ubiquitous Nhandi Brown, who recovered another one for the home team. A few plays later 

Mulli hit Gina again for her 2nd TD catch of the game. Maggie’s extra point was again perfect 

as the Sharks closed out the first quarter up 35-0. Fifteen minutes of perfection! It was really 

something to see. Later Mulli hit Brilynn Fields for another TD and tiny rookie Gabby Nazier 

ran one in. The subs played the rest of the way as the Sharks cruised to a 49-26 rout.  

Some interesting stats: 

Mulli has 12 TDs and 1 interception after 3 games 

Maggie had just the 1 catch for 86 yards and a TD on the day 

Nhandi has 2 punt returns and 1 kickoff return for TDs…in just 3 games 

Maggie set an all-time Sharks record going 7 for 7 on extra points in a single game. She 

now has made 11 straight. 

Mags has 8 catches on the year…5 went for TDs 

Even with the subs playing most of the game Maggie was very busy with 8 kickoffs, 7 extra 

points, 3 punts, 1 TD  

Next week the 3-0 Sharks travel to Maine to take on the 2-2 Mayhem. 



Thanks for reading! 

Brian 

P.S. If you were the guy in the convertible who caught the football out on Rockaway Blvd 

please return it. 

 

 

 

 

 

From: Natell, Brian 

Sent: Tuesday, May 08, 2018 11:37AM 

To: Sharks Friends and Family 

Subject: Cinco De Mayo Siesta 

 

Last Saturday the NY Sharks travelled north to take on the completely overmatched Maine 

Mayhem in a rare day game. The countryside was beautiful and the weather perfect unfortunately 

the game was a snoozer. I believe that Maine is a new team to the league. They only had 21 

players and lacked skills at the key positions. Going into the game they had not even attempted 

a pass in their first 4 games. The Sharks were not very sharp all game and sleep-walked to a 40-

0 blowout which could have easily been 80-0. Maggie did not have a catch on the day as the subs 

played most of the way. She did hit 3 of 4 extra point attempts and has now hit 14 of her last 15 

tries. The lone miss hit the goal post with a loud clang as it bounced away. Our legendary QB 

Karen “Mulli” Mulligan made the most of her limited time throwing 4 TD passes bringing her total 

to 16 TDs and just 1 interception at the halfway mark of the regular season. 

  

After the game Mags immortalized her allegiance to the Sharks by getting a tattoo that starts on 

her face and runs down her neck into a full back piece. A 16 hour full color job. It’s quite 

impressive. Just kidding, she did get a tatt though, a shark fin in waves. And no, Mary did not 

have a heart attack! 

This coming Saturday is a huge game against the Boston Renegades who are ranked 3rd in the 

nation (out of 63 teams). Kickoff is at 6:30 at the always chilly Floyd Bennett Field at the Aviator 

Sports Complex in Brooklyn NY. This one should be epic! I’m heading over there now to ensure 

I get a good seat. 

  



Sorry for the lame report. This week’s game just didn’t get the creative juices flowing. 

  

 

 

From: Natell, Brian 

Sent: Mon, May 21, 2018, 5:18 PM 

To: Sharks Friends and Family 

Subject: Northeast Corridor - Boston to Philly 

 

 

Hello again friends sorry for the delayed reporting. I have been on the road and quite busy lately 

so today’s recap is gonna cover two games. 

Two Saturdays ago the NY Sharks hosted the 3rd ranked team in the nation (out of 63 teams); the 

Boston Renegades in a brutal rain storm. Boston was very tough, very physical, and quite ugly. I 

mean U-G-L-Y…whoa. They got out to quick 21-0 lead in the pouring windswept rain and hung 

on until the game was called in the 3rd quarter due to lightning. My lovely wife braved the elements 

to the bitter end as we were soaked and practically alone in the stands (guess you could say we 

cuddled while the Sharks huddled and the rain puddled). The Sharks couldn’t get anything going 

and the only high point was when our legendary QB Karen “Mulli” Mulligan hit our favorite WR for 

a 29 yard pass. Unfortunately we were on the 30 yard line at the time and Mags was dropped at 

the one. With the help of penalties we had 7 chances to score from the one and never got in. That 

pretty much summed up the day as the Sharks dropped their first game of the season. 

  

Last Saturday the Sharks hosted the always loathsome Philly Phantomz. This was a battle for the 

division lead that the Sharks pulled out a 28-24 win. Maggie was double teamed all day and so 

was used as an effective (and quite attractive) decoy. She did not have a single pass thrown her 

way but the attention she drew opened things up for others as Mulli threw for 3 TD’s. Maggie 

contributed in other ways with solid kickoffs and two booming punts, one of which went 50 yards 

as the PA announcer exclaimed “Maggie the Giants will be calling you soon”. That’s ok by me! 

She also was a perfect 4 for 4 on extra points as she again sent a few over the fence onto Flatbush 

Ave. I gotta give a big shout out to Krystal Molina here. Krystal plays WR and Defensive Back but 

she is most loved and appreciated by us as the holder on Maggie’s kicks. This is an overlooked 

job that is crucial to the success of the kick and Krystal ALWAYS gets them down and in position 

to allow Mags to continue her league leading extra point percentage. The kid’s got hands that go 



well with Maggie’s feet. The game took over 4 hours in the rain and fog marred by several bad 

injuries, the worst of which required an ambulance and back/neck board for a Philly player. We 

heard later that she was ok but it is sickening to see a young athlete down and not moving for so 

long. I’m told that the win clinched a playoff berth for the 5-1 NYers who are off this w/e for 

Memorial Day. The last home game of the regular season is June 2nd at 6pm. 

  

Thanks for reading! 

Brian 

 

 

 

From: Natell, Brian 

Sent: June 4, 2018 1:44 PM 

To: Sharks Friends and Family 

Subject: Sharks Make History 

 

Hello again Shark Fans, 

  

After no game on Memorial Day weekend the Sharks resumed action Saturday against the 

overmatched Connecticut  Hawks at Aviator Field in Brooklyn. There were 16 friends and 

family gathered in the stands and Maggie wants you to know how much she loves and 

appreciates you all. A special shout-out to John and Evelyn making the long trip with the 

wheelchair and all…you guys rock! This was a great day to be in attendance as plenty of 

Shark History was made in this the final regular season home Sharks game ever! The game 

was a blowout as the expansion Ct team only fielded 17 players. The Sharks were hot and 

the Hawks had no chance as they were crushed 54-7. 

  

Historic Moment #1 - Kim “Black Nasty” Joseph was honored prior to the coin toss for 

playing in her 100th consecutive game. That’s 12 years without missing a game. Quite an 

accomplishment Nasty! 

  

Historic Moment #2 – Our legendary QB Karen “Mulli” Mulligan threw 7 TD passes in the 

game, setting the all-time Shark record. 

  



Historic Moment #3 – Our favorite Wide Receiver Maggie Mae Renee had 4 catches for 

116 yards, 3 TD’s, and 5 extra points, including a 71 yard catch and run…IN THE FIRST 

HALF! She kicked her 6th extra point in the 2nd half to complete a 24 point day. 

  

Historic Moment #4 – Andra Douglas, longtime owner of the NY Sharks, donned a uniform 

and came in for one play in the 2nd half. The ex QB, artist, business owner, and 

philanthropist last played in 2003. It was a great moment as the players, coaches, and fans 

cheered Andra! Andra!  You may recall that Andra sold the team so this is her last run 

(swim?) with the Sharks. She is a great leader, person, and inspiration. She has positively 

impacted literally hundreds of young women’s lives over the years. The smile on her face 

as she played was as big as all of Brooklyn. 

  

Historic Moment #5 – Nhandi “Crazy Legs” Brown becomes the first Shark to return 4 

kicks for touchdowns in a season. Today’s was just too much! 

  

Some other stuff; Mags had TD’s of 10, 25, and 71 yards. The long one was a beauty, 

caught in a crowd that she left behind once the afterburners kicked in. She had a kickoff 

that came to rest on the 1…a 64 yard kick. Several extra points went over the net and out 

onto Flatbush Ave again prompting the P.A. announcer to paraphrase the movie JAWS with 

“We’re gonna need a bigger net”. (note: they play the JAWS music every time Maggie lines 

up to kick). 

  

Next week it’s off to the nation’s capital to take on the country’s number 1 ranked team (out 

of 63 teams) the DC Divas. The odds makers have the Divas listed as a 28 point favorite 

so it’s gonna be a tough one but with Mulli in the shotgun we always have a chance! 

 

Thanks for reading! 

Brian 

 

 

 

From: Natell, Brian 

Sent: June 11, 2018 1:04 PM 

To: Sharks Friends and Family 

Subject: Final Regular Season Game...OUCH! 

 



Not much to say about the beat down we received on Saturday. It was the last ever regular 

season game for the NY Sharks who travelled to DC to take on the country’s #1 ranked 

team the DC Divas. They were all they were billed to be as they easily handled a lackluster 

Sharks team 55-6. DC scored every time they got the ball and the Sharks could not do 

anything until a late 25 yard TD pass by our legendary QB Karen “Mulli” Mulligan to Brilynn 

Fields. Maggie had no catches on the day but did have several booming punts and a perfect 

onside kick that we recovered but then was reversed due to a penalty. She also had a rare 

missed PAT to cap off a miserable day. 

  

On the good side, the Sharks enter their divisional playoffs as the 2 seed which means 

home field advantage throughout the playoffs and a bye in the first round. With the bye and 

the off week between rounds our first playoff game is Saturday June 30th vs the winner of 

the Columbus v Philly (boooo) game. 

  

Here are some final regular season stats for 2018: 

  

Sharks 6-2 first place in the east. #8 in the nation. 

  

QB Karen “Mulli” Mulligan: 

  

176 Pass attempts    – 2nd in league 

92 Completions       - 1st in league 

52 % Completion rate - 1st in league 

25 TD’s              - 1st in league 

6 interceptions 

  

WR, K, P Maggie Natell: 

  

16 Receptions 

496 Yards Receiving   - 2nd in league 

8 Receiving TD’s      - 2nd in league 

31 Yards Per Reception  - 1st in league 

86 Yard TD Reception  - 1st (longest) in league 

  

26 PAT’s              - 2nd in league 

74 Total Points Scored  - 4th in league 

  

18 Punts             - 1st in league 

551 Yards            - 1st in league 

30 Yards Per Punt    - Tied 2nd in league 

  

This final Sharks season has been a blast. Maggie had a great year. I enjoyed every minute 

of it. There is only one thing left to do and that is to continue on through the playoffs to 

Atlanta for the championship. Gonna be fun…stay tuned! 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From: Natell, Brian 

Sent: June 13, 2018 at 1:04:06 PM 

To: Sharks Friends and Family 

Subject: 2018 WFA ALL AMERICAN TEAM 

 

Friends, 

It is with great joy and pride that I give to you our 2018 WFA ALL AMERICAN TEAM 

members. 

2018 1st Team All American: 

QB – Karen “Mulli” Mulligan…NY Sharks 

OL – Lena Tankeng…NY Sharks 

WR – Maggie Mae Natell…NY Sharks 

LB – Gabby Farrell…NY Sharks 

SS – Kim Rose…NY Sharks 

  

2018 2nd Team All American: 

WR – Gina Capardi…NY Sharks 

RB – Janell Nelson…NY Sharks 

TE – Brilynn Fields…NY Sharks 

LB – Darlene Hall…NY Sharks 

DE – Jenna Goldsach…NY Sharks 

There are 63 teams in the WFA with around 3,100 players. 



The All American game is played the same day as the Championship game so with any 

luck our Sharks will be too busy to participate in the former as they kick ass in the latter.  

Next game: 2nd round WFA Playoffs June 30th at 6pm at Floyd Bennett Field at the Aviator 

Sports Complex in Brooklyn NY.  

As always, thanks for reading! 

Brian 

 

 

From: Natell, Brian 

Sent: July 2, 2018 at 11:08 AM 

To: Sharks Friends and Family 

Subject: Goodbye Columbus 

 

Hello again Shark fans and welcome to the 2018 WFA Playoffs! 

  

Saturday the Columbus Comets had the misfortune of traveling to Brooklyn to step in front 

of the freight train known as the NY Sharks. Although the odds makers had Columbus listed 

as 2 point favorites they never had a chance. Our legendary QB Karen “Mulli” Mulligan was, 

well, legendary once again. With the temperature in the 90’s all evening Mulli looked cool 

in the pocket tossing 6 TD passes to 6 different receivers including a terrific 80 yard bomb 

to Brilynn Fields who looked like Usain Bolt dashing down the sidelines. Maggie got us 

going early with a nice 38 yard catch and run down to the 3. We scored on the next play 

and never looked back. By halftime it was 41-6. Our subs played most of the 2nd half which 

allowed Columbus to stave off embarrassment by scoring a few times for a 55-36 final. 

Maggie had 2 catches for 58 yards and 1 TD, 4 extra points, 9 kickoffs and 3 punts and 

hardly played in the 2nd half. The freakishly athletic Nhandi “Crazy Legs” Brown had yet 

another long weaving punt return for a touchdown and our defense recovered a fumble in 

the end zone for another score. The Sharks look solid all around and I believe this could be 

their year to win it all. I already booked a room in Atlanta for Championship weekend just 

to be safe. 

  

Once again Bridget and Rachele were on hand to cheer on our favorite finned one and we 

finally got to meet Maggie’s BF Nick (heartily approved by the Mrs. and myself). Bridget 

took some great action shots as we all enjoyed a stress free ass-whoopin’. Next up is the 

7-2 Tampa Bay Inferno on July 14th in Brooklyn for the league semifinals. The winner goes 

to Atlanta for the Super Bowl. 

  

Thanks for reading, 

 



Brian 

 

 

From: Natell, Brian 

Sent: July 16, 2018 at 5:04 PM 

To: Sharks Friends and Family 

Subject: Football and Family 

 

Hi friends, 

  

Where I come from sports and family go hand in hand. We play sports together, we talk 

sports together, and we watch sports together. Being on a team means something. A 

commitment. Your team is family too. Practices, games, tourneys, these are important. We 

have missed many events “cause Maggie has a game that day”…and everyone 

understood. The games matter. I was proud when Jason took my Giants tickets to the last 

game ever at Giants stadium on the day of my Dad’s funeral. Dad would have wanted that. 

It mattered to me. I missed my sister's 50th wedding anniversary party cause the Sharks 

had to go to Philly for a big game. No one on my side of the fam raised an eye to that. It’s 

understood. Mary laughs at me sometimes when I say “Big Game tonight”. They’re all Big 

Games, she says. That’s right, they are. And playing, talking, watching with family makes it 

even bigger…better…awesome. That’s why Saturday at Floyd Bennet Field in Brooklyn 

was so special. Yeah it was a big game. Yeah it was the playoffs. But beyond that; this was 

a game that we watched together; Bridget, Rachele, Evelyn, John, Peter, Jason, Jeannette, 

David, Mary and me. It made this huge game so much more for Maggie and for Mary and 

me too. And what a game it was!!! 

  

The WFA semi-finals. Winner goes to Atlanta to face the Minnesota Vixen for the 2018 WFA 

Championship. Not big enough? It was also the last ever home game for the NY Sharks. 

Not big enough? With Maggie and Mulli contemplating retirement a loss could make it their 

last game ever. But fear not faithful readers this was not to be the last game. The Sharks 

came out on fire, doing everything right, playing like a team…a family together! Tampa Bay 

is a very good team. They were 8-1. They had many weapons. Just not enough on this day. 

The Sharks cruised to a 42-21 thrashing. Maggie was everywhere; 5 catches for 68 yards 

and a TD. 4 of 5 extra points. 7 kickoffs. Two nice blocks. And 1 punt. She was awesome. 

But the story of the day was our legendary QB Karen “Mulli” Mulligan. She carved up the 

Tampa D with pin-point lasers all day. Long passes, short passes, she put everything on 

target. She was amazing throwing 4 TD passes in all. Mulli has 17 TD passes and zero 

interceptions in the last 3 games. I can’t wait to see what she has for us in Atlanta. So 

everyone played well and no one got hurt. Heathy and Hungry. The Sharks seem like a 

team of destiny. And I can’t wait! 

  

Footnote: At halftime they auctioned off a football autographed by the entire team. I brought 

a pocketful of cash. I told Mary to be prepared for madness cause I want that ball. This was 

my first ever participation in an auction and I must say it was quite fun. The bidding started 



at $50. Do I hear sixty? Sixty! Do I hear seventy? Seventy! 80, 90, 100. The meek dropped 

out one by one. Bri and one other guy locked eyes. 110…120…130. I bid $150. Going once, 

going twice, wait…the tall dark stranger bids $160. Peter leans in and says “I got cash if 

you need it. Take this guy down!” Eyes wide, rejuvenated we go 170…180…190. I’m staring 

at this dude 40 yards away. He takes out his cash and counts…shakes his head and puts 

his money away…”I got him now” I think…then he holds a Platinum AmEx card overhead 

and shouts “Two Hundred Dollars!” Alas, no joy in Mudville my friends. I could tell by the 

look in his eye and the shine on his credit card that that dude was too much for a poor old 

boy like me on this day. I bowed in defeat. Later he told me he donated the ball to raise 

money for the team’s trip to Atlanta, so it’s all good. But damn it felt good for a while waving 

cash like a drunken Harvey Weinstein at a Hooters wet T-shirt contest. 

  

The post-game celebration was a joy to watch. Tears and champagne flowed. Poor Maggie 

couldn’t open her bottle. Coach Fabian got a Gatorade bath. This team is gonna win it 

all…playing together…like a family! 

  

But damn, I shudda went to $205! 

 

 

 

From: Natell, Brian 

Sent: July 31, 2018 at 12:47 PM 

To: Sharks Friends and Family 

Subject: 2018 WFA Championship 

 

"Farewell and adieu to you fair Spanish ladies. Farewell and adieu you ladies of 

Spain” – Captain Quint “JAWS” 

  

It was fitting that the WFA Championship and last game ever for the NY Sharks would 

be held on TV’s SHARK WEEK. Win or lose this would be it for the Sharks as long 

time owner, artist, philanthropist, and champion of women's sports/health/and well-

being; Andra Douglas has sold the team. Next year they will have a new name, new 

management, and a new location. Remarkably, Andra has done this for 20 years. 

I’ve only been around for five but man what a blast it has been. With the sale of the 

Sharks and Maggie and Mulli looking at retirement, this is it. The Grand FINale. 

  

On Friday the Sharks traveled to Atlanta to take on the 9-1 Minnesota Vixen at 

Kennesaw State University. KSU has a beautiful 8,000 seat stadium with a state of 

the art Jumbo Tron scoreboard. Unfortunately for us we played across the street on 

a practice field with three 6 row bleachers that accommodated about 60 of the 300 

plus fans in attendance. But what a fabulous surprise to see John, Evelyn, and 

Rachele there as Mary and I walked in! Having them there made this day even extra 



special for Maggie and us. John, Evelyn, and Rachele – we love you guys so much 

and were so glad you were there! 

  

Before I get into the game I would like to take a sec to thank you, my faithful readers, 

for indulging me over the years by reading my often sappy, always braggadocios, 

game recaps. Following Maggie and the Sharks has been one of the joys of my life 

and sharing my stories with you was something I looked forward to each week. You 

may have thought TL;DR at times and that’s ok, just thanks for not telling me. Anyway 

this is the last of them. I hope you enjoy. 

  

The Vixen, favored by 7.5 points, took the opening kickoff and easily, methodically 

drove down the field for a quick score. When the Sharks got the ball they couldn’t do 

much. The passing game wasn’t there and each early drive stalled. The score 

remained 7 – 0 after the first quarter. The 2nd quarter was more of the same. Our D 

dug in but we still couldn’t move the ball. With under 4 minutes to go in the half, we 

had a 4th and 8 and were looking beat. Minnesota had the momentum but we had our 

legendary QB Karen “Mulli” Mulligan at the helm. Mulli threw a long high one, just the 

way Maggie likes em and our All American WR and fan fav Maggie Mae leapt in a 

crowd and came down with a 22 yard reception for a first and goal on the 9! Suddenly 

the mood changed, you could feel it in the air. A few plays later we scored. Maggie 

kicked the extra point to tie the game at 7 with 3 minutes until the half. Now the Sharks 

were walking a little taller. Our D forced a turnover and we came back down field. On 

4th down Coach Fabian sends Maggie in to attempt her first field goal of the year. 

Good snap, good hold, good kick. A 28 yarder to put the good guys up 10-7. With 1 

minute to go in the half our D holds the Vixen again. And again we brought the ball 

down field as time was running out. Maggie kicked a 26 yard field goal on the last 

play of the half to put us up 13 – 7. Our opening drive in the 3rd resulted in another 

Sharks TD and good extra point by Maggie; 20-7. But the Vixen are a good team with 

several All Americans of their own, one of which caught a nifty toe-tapping corner of 

the end zone grab to make it 20-14. After a few good stops by both defenses the 

Sharks put together another long drive with some big plays by many different players. 

Krystal Molina over the middle with a big first down. Gina Capardi with an acrobatic 

grab. O-line clicking. Run game grinding. Fourth and 2 on the 20. Mulli hit Brilynn 

Fields with a short pass. Happy to get the first down I turn to Mary for a high five and 

a peck on the cheek and miss Brilynn breaking tackles and taking it all the way in for 

the score! Extra point is good 27-14. Can we finally relax??? No. With 3 minutes to 

go the Vixen score again. They try an onside kick which the Shark’s Jen King 

recovers!!!! Huge play! (BTW- Jen King is the first female coach in the NFL where 

she works for the Carolina Panthers). So the Sharks are up by 6 with under 3 minutes 

to play. All we have to do is keep the ball and run out the clock. That’s all. 

  



But three minutes is a long time. The Vixen’s used their time outs. The Sharks fought 

for every inch. The crowd was on their feet. O-line surging. I’m screaming so loud it 

hurt. 2 minutes to go. Two years ago in the playoffs Minnesota ran back an 

interception 100 yards in double overtime to end our season. That had to be on many 

minds on both sides about now. First down Sharks! One minute to go. All we have to 

do is take a knee and the game is over. As the crowd counted down I became very 

emotional. Thinking back to all the games, the long car rides, the tears and the 

cheers. Snapshots of time projected in my mind like the slides from my Dad’s Kodak 

Carousel of my youth. A 4 year old Maggie chasing a soccer ball. The look of 

amazement on Mary’s face reflecting the look on my own as we see Maggie standing 

with the varsity starters as a HS sophomore. The National College Club B-Ball 

championships in Texas. Maggie’s tryouts with The Sharks. It’s pouring over me. 

Overwhelmed. As here in Atlanta the crowd counts 3-2-1!!!! The scene explodes like 

a New Year’s champagne cork! Mary is dancing on air…hands pumping 

overhead…her face a mixture of joy, pride, love, and relief. I can hear John’s voice 

over the crowd calling out “MAGGIE, MAGGIE”. Rachele cheering, laughing, crying, 

loving her cousin-who’s-more-like-a sister. On the field it's madness.  Players 

jumping, falling, hugging. A Gatorade  shower for the coach. Andra being lifted 

overhead and passed around like a kid’s doll. The joy on her face could be seen all 

the way back to Brooklyn 1998. I see Maggie with the trophy. She won’t let it go. “We 

did it” she says as she gives me a hug. All I could say with my cracking voice was “I 

love you”. I grabbed Mulli; “thank you for this”. I hugged Mary. We didn’t say anything. 

We didn’t have to. We’ve been through this entire trip together. On and on it went. 

Texts coming in from family and friends. Hugs and high fives. We didn’t want it to 

end. I am so grateful for the fun I’ve had watching Maggie play through the years. If 

this is the end, this championship was a great way to go out. If I go blind tomorrow I 

can’t complain...I’ve already seen it all. 

  

“Throw it high Mulli”. Farewell football.  

  

  

 

From: Natell, Brian 

Sent: Thursday, January 18, 2018 12:28 PM 

To: 'ANDRA DOUGLAS'  

Subject: The Final Season 

  

  

Andra, 

  

I read your great post today. Sad to know this is it for the Sharks but what a great run it has been! 

Once Maggie graduated from college I thought my days of cheering her on from the stands was 



over. I’d miss it. It was the joy of my life for many years. Little did I know there’d be a truckload of 

memories yet to come. Things I’ll remember forever. I remember the day we met. At the gym in 

some industrial park in L.I. Cold and dark inside. All these huge, confident women. Everyone 

knew everyone but we were alone. I must admit I was intimidated. Me and Maggie were sitting in 

the bleachers and you asked if she wanted to run with the team. She won every sprint and Coach 

Towel claimed her as his own. Afterwards Collette came over and gave Maggie a passionate pep 

talk. On the way home we knew; we were Sharks…we were hooked! 

  

I remember Maggie’s first game. Home vs Connecticut. Maggie’s first career reception was a 10 

yard TD from Mulli. I was standing near the end zone. I’ll tell you now, I cried. I’ll never forget it. I 

remember a game in DC when Alana broke her ankle for the 2nd time. The very next play Mulli 

ran (Mulli ran???) one in for a TD. Walking back she held up 3 fingers for Alana (her number). 

Then everyone did. It was beautiful. I remember Maggie kicking a FG in OT in DC.  And kicking 

the game winner vs heavily favored Cleveland with 16 seconds to go in the rain. I was standing 

with Crystal near the goal line. My heart nearly burst with pride. I remember Pat Brown’s great 

post game speeches. And the love Coach Towel showed my daughter. I remember a game in 

Carolina where we were getting killed by 21 late in the 2nd half. The PA announcer was giving us 

a hard time. Until Shannon put the team on her back and we stormed back to win on the very last 

play. The PA guy quietly left before the game ended. We saw the light in the booth go out. I 

remember a game in Montreal where Maggie scored both touchdowns in a 14-7 win. I remember 

tossing the coin before a home game…what a thrill for me! I remember the heartbreaker in 

Minnesota. Man that hurt. But it was special. We went through it together. I remember pizza in 

the bar, big smiles and sweaty hugs. I remember getting killed by Philly 40-0 in the freezing rain. 

And then the taste of sweet revenge at their place in the playoffs. I remember you butchering the 

French-Canadian players’ names (way too many vowels) and laughing. Or “third down and 

Hoboken to go”.  And your great speech after Mulli’s last game. I remember driving  ten hours to 

Carolina, watching the game, then driving 10 hours straight home…in the pouring rain…in that 

stupid neck brace after my surgery. My friends all said “how could you?”. I said “how could I not?”. 

  

This was all in just a few seasons, for me and Maggie. But you Andra, 20 years, unbelievable. 

Where do you keep all the memories? All the lives you touched…improved? All the hundreds of 

women you have mentored, inspired and led? All the confidence you instilled? All the thrills, the 

heartbreaks, the practices, the bus rides, the diners…the wins and losses…the blood, sweat, and 

cheers? You are the Sharks. The Sharks are you. There are literally hundreds of lives out there 

that are better because of you. Women who walk a little taller, who now can look a man or a boss 

or anyone in the eye. Women who used to say “I’m not sure”, who now say “I know I can”. Where 

Andra, can you store all that love? To quote the greatest Shark movie of all time – “We’re gonna 

need a bigger boat”. 

  

Thank you for everything! I’m looking forward to this last season together. Bring on the 2018 

memories! 

 

Your friend, 

Brian 



 

 

 

From: ANDRA DOUGLAS  

Sent: Friday, January 19, 2018 9:33 AM 

To: Natell, Brian  

Subject: Re: The Final Season 

  

Well Brian, you did it again. Sat and bawled my eyes out reading your message. You remind me 

a little of my dad. It wasn’t often that I would turn to the stands and not see him sitting there. He, 

too, got great joy from watching the journeys of his daughter. Through the years, Brian, there 

have only been a handful of fathers who come even close to being as supportive as you have 

been. I noticed them all because I had such a wonderful relationship with my dad, so I see a little 

bit of him when I see the support and love between a father and daughter.  

  

And Maggie, well...... it scared me to think that she might not play this season, so when I saw her 

at mini camp last weekend, I knew the season was back on track. I remember vividly everything 

you mentioned in your letter. Some of these moments I could relive over and over and never ever 

get tired of them. So many things have happened and some of them make me laugh until I cry 

and others.....I cry until I laugh. But I wouldn’t change a thing and I’m going to miss it.  

  

I have some good plans, however and it does involve sports and art and helping women to be 

stronger and live life to the fullest. I’d love to sit and chat with you about them if you are at all 

interested. You seem just the type to enjoy and perhaps  partake in some of the planning.  

  

Thank you for the wonderful letter Brian. It is going to be tucked into that special little fold in my 

wallet along with the other message you wrote. It truly means the world that you took time to send 

such kind words and recollections of our journey.  

  

Oh! And yes, we absolutely need a bigger boat!!!!!  

Fondly,  

Andra 

 


